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188-16 91st Avenue, Hollis, NY 11423    

Phone: 718-468-6565    Email: stgerardm@verizon.net     Web: stgerardshrine.org 

PASTORAL TEAM:  REV. JOSEPHJUDE C. GANNON  PASTOR – Ext. 25  
REV. JOSEPH THARACKAL  In Residence – Ext. 13 
REV. DAWIT TERFA MORODA In Residence – Ext. 20 
MR.  GUILLERMO D. GOMEZ  Permanent Deacon – Ext. 35 
MR.  LAURENCE O. MCMASTER Permanent Deacon – Ext. 15 
MRS. CARMEN MACCHIO  Director of Religious Education – Ext. 22 
MRS. ANNE SMITH-THOMPSON Director of Music Ministry – Ext. 28 
MR. GILBERT RODRIGUEZ  Youth Ministry Coordinator—Ext. 26 
MRS. DENISE DAS  Adult Faith Ministry Coordinator –Ext 17 
MRS. LUCY GUZMAN  Admin. Assistant to the Pastor— Ext.  27 
 

BUSINESS OFFICE HOURS:   
  Business Office — Ext. 10  
Monday 9 am to 4 pm    Tuesday 9 am to 4 pm  
Wednesday 9 am to 4 pm   Thursday 9 am to 4 pm  
Friday 9 am to 2 pm & 5 pm to 8 pm  Saturday 9 am to 12 pm  
  No office hours on Sunday. 
Shrine Church of St. Gerard Majella or #SGMHOLLIS on  

Facebook and see Youtube 
 

Please call the office to make an appointment to speak with a priest or 
deacon.      MONTHLY FOOD PANTRY: Tuesday 1 to 4 pm only.      
 

          MASSES: 
 Monday thru Saturday: 9:00 am 
         Saturday:         5:00 pm – Fulfills Sunday Obligation 
            Sunday: 8:15 am & 11:30 am in English 
    9:45 am in Spanish 
 Holy Day Masses:  As Announced 
 

         SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: 
 Saturday:  4:00 to 4:45 pm 
 And by Appointment at other times by calling ext 25 
 

DEVOTIONS all are welcome: 

 Miraculous Medal Novena:  Monday 9:20 am 
 St. Gerard Majella Novena:  Wednesday 9:20 am 
 Adoration:  Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:30 to 11:30 am   
               First Fridays 9:30 am to 8 pm October to June only! 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: Urgent calls at any time of day or night. We ask that arrangements for the reception of Holy Communion 
for Shut-Ins be made by calling the office during business hours. 
HOSPITAL: Please inform us of any parishioner who has been admitted to a Hospital or Nursing Home. 
NEW MEMBERS: Please register by filling out the form found on the back inside cover of this bulletin or by calling the Office. 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Classes for our children Sundays at 10:00 am, from the end of September to end of May. They must     
attend the 11:30 am Mass with their parents and family. To register your child, please contact Mrs. Macchio at Ext 22.  
R.C.I.A.: Rite of Christian Initiation – Adults interested in becoming Catholic or who need to receive the sacraments of First      
Communion and /or Confirmation please contact Deacon Laurence Mc Master at Ext. 15. 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Arrangements can be made by calling the office during office hours and leaving a message for one of 
the deacons.  In English: Instructions are given on the SECOND & THIRD Sunday of the month beginning with the 11:30 am Mass 
followed by instructions at 12:30 pm. Please register at least 8 weeks before the Baptism by setting up an interview appointment 
with Deacon Laurence McMaster E 15 by calling the office. Baptism is generally on the fourth Sunday of the month. 
En español: Cada dos meses el tercer domingo. Se requiere que los padres que desean bautizar a sus hijos vengan a la misa y     
asistan a clases previas de preparación. Para más información deben hablar con el Diácono Guillermo D. Gómez a Ext. 35. 
MARRIAGES: Church Wedding arrangements should be made before Reception plans are finalized so that the date will be available 
at the Church. Please make arrangements at least six months to a year before the proposed date. 

Christ does not force our will. He takes only 
what we give Him. But He does not give himself 

entirely until He sees that we yield ourselves 
entirely to Him.  

—St. Teresa of Avila 

December 18, 2016 
 Fourth Sunday of Advent 



           MASSES FOR THE WEEK: 
SATURDAY, December 17: 
9:00 AM –   Intercession of Rebecca Toussaint  
5:00 PM  –  In Honor of Almighty God 
SUNDAY, December 18:  
8:15 AM –  In Honor of St. Gerard Majella 
9:45 AM –  † Florinda Abreu, Emilio & Emiliano Vargas;                
† Francia M. Ortiz; † John Henry Castro; People of the Parish 
11:30 AM – † Pacita Manlapig 
MONDAY, December 19:  
9:00 AM –  Intentions of Jean Gabriel Toureau, Action of Grace 
TUESDAY, December 20: 
9:00 AM –  In Honor of Almighty God 
WEDNESDAY, December 21: 
9:00 AM –  † Karen DeBique 
THURSDAY, December 22: 
9:00 AM –  † Joseph G. Rudmann 
FRIDAY, December 23: 
9:00 AM –  Intentions of Linda Marc 
SATURDAY, December 24: 
9:00 AM –   Intentions of the staff of Saint Gerard Majella  
5:00 PM  –  Intentions of the Brunken & Maffetore Families 
SUNDAY, December 25:  
12AM Midnight Mass—People of the Parish 
8:15 AM –  Intentions of Alicia & Deacon Laurence McMaster 
9:45 AM –  † Intentions of Rosa & Deacon Guillermo Gomez 
and family; † Jesus Estevez & Mercelinda Dominguez 
11:30 AM – Intentions of Father Gannon and Family 

Parish Meetings at  
St. Gerard Majella  

 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: 2nd & 4th Tues. – 8pm ST. JOSEPH 
CONF. RM. RECTORY 
CHOIR REHEARSALS:  CHURCH   -  SPEAK TO ANN for practice 
schedule and to JOIN THE CHOIR!!! 
FAMILY OF CHRIST PRAYER GROUP  Fridays at 8 pm BVM 
CONF. RM. RECTORY  All are Welcome! Contact Ofelia or 
Margie for schedule and to join.    
JESUS ESTA VIVO PRAYER GROUP Fridays at 8 pm in CHURCH 
JESUS & MARY PRAYER GROUP Wednesdays after 9 am Mass 
YOUTH NIGHT 8 to 12 grade - every Friday 7:30 pm in Rectory 
St. Joseph’s conference room.   PLEASE JOIN US!  
SPANISH LEGION OF MARY — contact Hilda Cortes  for details.  
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION: please bring NON PERISHABLE 
FOOD to church or office during the week. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Gerard Majella Parish seeks to provide a festive gathering for 
all people, of every race and color.  A Table at which the lonely find 
company, the hungry savor rich food and fine wine and strangers 
enjoy warm family ties.  Our prayer is that we may draw our new 
neighbors from other lands into a loving community and that our 
Eucharistic table may prefigure our oneness with the     Father, Son 
and Holy  Spirit.   
 St. Gerard Majella is the patron saint of expectant mothers 
and couples trying to conceive, as well as the protector of mothers 
and children, born and unborn and the wrongly accused. 

 

Please complete the lower part of this form and drop it in the  
collection basket or return it to the office. 

 

PRINT CLEARLY!   DATE:_____________ 
 

NAME:___________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS:___________________________________ Apt # ________ 
 

CITY & ZIP________________________________________________ 
 

PHONE(S): (       )__________________  (       )___________________ 
 

E-mail___________________________________________________ 
 

_____  New Registration _____    Change of address 

_____  Moving out of Parish _____    Want 2015 donation envelopes 
_____  Request St. Gerard Novena prayers for: ________________ 
_____  Enroll  in Purgatorial Society: _________________________ 

_____  Enclosed please find $10 per person enrolled / send card to  

               ___ me FOR:______________________________________ 

_____  I know some one in the parish that is physically, mentally, 

visually or hearing impaired. Please have the Disability Advocate 

Ms. Celestine contact me at the phone number listed above. 

The 9 am Mass on the  First Saturday of the month is for those 
enrolled  in the PURGATORIAL SOCIETY. To enroll a loved one 
for a year, fill out the form below & enclose $10 donation. 

2016 Purgatorial Society  
John Henry Castro 

Miguel Hidalgo 
Vincent Pereira 

Angelita Sanchez Torres 
Adan Sanchez 

Arturo Olarte Sanchez 
Jenny Olarte 

Leonor del Valle 
Carmen Bey 

Bertha Cortes de Lopez 
Marie T. Murad 
Patrick Murad 

Njideka Chiejina 
Anne J. Nahman 
Debbie Coutieri 

Judith Ricot Payan 
Desir Saintfort 

Jean Briere Lombard 
Marie Montreuil 
Gerard Montreuil 

Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Most Precious Blood of Thy 
Divine Son, Jesus, in union with the masses said throughout 

the world today, for all the holy souls in purgatory, for      
sinners everywhere, for sinners in the universal church, those 

in my own home and within my family. Amen.  



TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — You will be given 
this sign: The virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son (Isaiah 7:10-14). 
Psalm — Let the Lord enter; he is 
king of glory (Psalm 24). 
Second Reading — God has called 
us to belong to Jesus Christ 
(Romans 1:1-7). 

Gospel — The son born of Mary shall be called Jesus, for 
he will save his people from their sins (Matthew 1:18-24). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Interna-
tional Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
Mondays from 9:30 am until 11:30am  
Wednesdays from 9:30 am until 11:30 am    
sponsored by the Haitian Jesus and Mary Prayer 
Group.  All are welcome! 

DECEMBER : 
Lamps, Altar Breads & Wine  
Donated by Louis & Cecile Francois 

In Loving Memory of    
Alcinder & Eliza Numa and  
Carmeus & Luce Francois 

  A Message from our Pastor 
 Are we there yet?  Are we there yet?  Are we there yet? 
Are we there yet?  This was the question I would ask my     
parents when going on long car trips as a child. It is also a 
good question for this Sunday, the 4th Sunday of Advent.  
Are we at Christmas yet. This year we have a 4 full weeks 
of Advent.  In this last week we have many opportunities 
to prepare our hearts for  Jesus. On Monday every church 
on Long Island will have “Reconciliation Monday.”  It 
will be a great day to give Jesus the gift of mercy and  
renewal in that sacrament. In the bulletin we have the 
schedule for Christmas and New Years weekends. It is 
also on our facebook page and website.  Spread the word.  
Invite family and friends and co workers you see during 
this last week of Advent to come to church this Christmas 
weekend.  Invite Jesus into your heart in a new and     
renewed way.     God bless, Fr Gannon 

Generations of Faith  
Total Pledged    $566,105.00 
Total received   $178,317.00 
Total delinquent    $  36,155.69 
Total families pledged 183 
Total Delinquent with no Payment 30 equaling:     
                         $17,939.43 
Total Delinquent with payment 30 equaling:           
                         $18,216.35 
Please continue to make your pledge payments! 
 

Generaciones de Fe 
Total de promesas      $566,105.00 
Total pagado        $178,317.00 
Total morosos          $  36,155.69 
Total de familias con promesa 183 
Total de Morosos, que no han pagado, 30 familias igual a  
           $17,939.43 
Total de Morosos, con algunos pagos, 30 familias igual a 
            $18,216.35 

¡Por favor continúe a hacer sus pagos de la promesa! 

Please pray  
for those who are ill: 
  Ronnie Parsolano 
  Myriam Duarte 
  Myriam Correa 

Advent Reconciliation Monday 
Visit our Church or rectory this Monday on            
December 19th from 4-8pm to celebrate the       
Sacrament of Reconciliation as we prepare for the 
great Feast of the Lord’s Nativity.  

UPCOMING MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 

*Vigil Mass at 5:00 PM 
*Children’s Nativity Drama will be presented. 

Sunday, December 25 — Christmas Day 
The Nativity of the Lord: 12 AM MIDNIGHT 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE IS: 
8:15 AM,  

9:45AM Spanish,  
11:30AM  

THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD: 
Saturday, December 31, 2016 

Vigil Mass at 5 PM 
 
 Sunday, Jan. 1, 2017 - New Year’s 
Day - Regular Schedule 

8:15 AM,  
9:45AM Spanish,  

11:30AM  

THANK YOU to all who donated gifts 
for our Giving Tree. Your gifts will 
help make Christmas merry for       

children at Jamaica Hospital, Bridge to Life, 
Catholic Charities & Hour Children. 



INCOME & EXPENSES FOR THE WEEK ENDING  
   Dec. 11th   
First Collection                    2,093.00    
Second Collection          140.00     
Total Collection          2, 233.00    
Average Cost per week      (8,425.00)            
(Deficit) for the week        (6,198.00)        
Immaculate Conception      $468 
Christmas Flowers          332 
Retirement Fund                     840 

LECTURAS PARA DEL 25 de diciembre de 
2016 

Primera lectura — Los que honran a sus padres 
recibirán bendiciones y pagarán sus pecados  
(Sirácide 3:2-6, 12-14). 
Salmo — Dichoso el que teme al Señor, y sigue sus 
caminos (Salmo 128 [127]). 
Segunda lectura — Vivan una vida de amor sincero, sean 
agradecidos, hagan todo en el nombre del Señor Jesús; 
vivan en armonía (Colosenses 3:12-21). 
Evangelio —José tomó a María y al niño de noche y se 
fueron a Egipto para escapar la persecución de Herodes 
(Mateo 2:13-15, 19-23). 

COMUNIDAD  
HISPANA 

18 de diciembre 
Cuarto Domingo de 

Adviento 

EMMANUEL 
 To name someone or something means that we have 
a relationship with that entity. Family names identify us 
with our heritage; nicknames denote familiarity or a    
special bond. In the Old Testament, the meaning of a 
name ran deep. It identified one’s mission, even one’s 
very being. 
 The amazing name “Emmanuel” was first uttered by 
Isaiah as he described to the frightened King Ahaz the 
promised one who would come to redeem the people. 
Emmanuel is not a frightening philosophical name, such 
as Omnipotent, Omniscient, Almighty. It does not con-
note distance and transcendence. It does not generate 
reverential fear. The name Emmanuel implies closeness 
and intimacy and compassion. Emmanuel is the name 
given to the one who is coming. It means “God is with 
us.” God is entrusted to the care of a virgin, who will 
bear this child. Only God would be so compassionate to 
draw so near, to be so available and vulnerable. Only 
God could love this well. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 How many languages do you know? Most Americans 
might say they have a primary language, can follow the 
basics of another encountered in school or in the        
workplace, and maybe know the barest elements of a 
third. Yet nearly everyone is fluent in languages of symbol 
and ritual, languages that transcend the spoken word and 
may perhaps communicate more clearly. A dance, the    
delights of the table, the thrill of sport, the power of a 
painting, a shared silence on a surf‑washed beach or       
under a desert sky, a burst of delighted applause, all    
communicate without a single word. 
 Sacrament empowers fluency in these languages. A 
little girl returning from Mass where a baby had been 
baptized was asked to summarize her day thus far. “I 
went to church, and some little baby became my 
brother.” That’s far more accurate than the adult’s      
remark, “There was a baptism at Mass today.” When we 
celebrate sacrament, Christ is always calling us into 
deeper fluency with the languages beyond speech.      
Sacraments open our senses to the presence of God    
precisely so we can respond to the depth of that love 
more fully. 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

REUNIÓN MENSUAL DEL GRUPO DE LITURGIA:       
La reunión mensual de los servidores del grupo de 
Liturgia es siempre el tercer (3er) domingo de cada 
mes después de la Misa en la casa parroquial. 

You can remember a loved one by   
using your Christmas Flower         
Memorial Envelope to make a          
donation towards Christmas flowers 
for the altar and Church. Extra    
flower envelopes are on the tables.  

Adviento Reconciliación - lunes, 19 de diciembre  
Venga a la rectoria o la iglesia entre 4-8pm;  

Celebrarámos el Sacramento de la 
Reconciliación en preparación para la gran fiesta de la 

Natividad del Señor. 



 
MENSAJE DE NUESTRO PÁRROCO 
¿Estamos ya cerca? ¿Estamos ya     

cerca? ¿Estamos ya cerca? Cuando yo era niño,     
esta era la pregunta que yo les hacía a mis      
padres cuando hacíamos  viajes largos en carro.  
Es también una buena pregunta para este       
domingo, el cuarto domingo de Adviento.  
¿Estamos cerca de la Navidad?  Este año         
tenemos exactamente cuatro semanas de      
Adviento. En esta última semana tenemos      
muchas oportunidades para prepararnos para la 
venida de Jesús. Mañana, 19 de noviembre es  
“lunes de reconciliación” en cada iglesia de las 
diócesis de Rockville Center, Brooklyn/Queens y 
la  arquidiócesis de Nueva York. Aprovechemos 
esta oportunidad de estar bien preparados  para 
recibir a Jesús y celebrar la Navidad de una     
manera distinta este año.  Comparta esta buena 
noticia con otros.  Invite a su familia, parientes y 
compañeros de trabajo a que  vengan a la iglesia 
durante este fin de semana de navideño.  Invite 
a Jesús a su corazón de una manera nueva y   
renovada.    ¡Dios les   bendiga! Padre Gannon  

ADORACIÓN EUCARISTICA 
Pidámosle al Señor que nos ayude a acercarnos más a 
través de la oración frente a Jesús sacramentado.  
LUNES: 9:30am a 11:30am y se termina con la          
bendición.  
MIÉRCOLES: 9:30am a 11:30am auspiciada por el gru-

po haitiano Jesús y María Grupo de Oración.  

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 
 Esta semana celebramos el nacimiento de Jesús,    
comenzando con la Misa de Gallo. A esta Misa se le     
añade la tradición popular que ha comenzado en el 
hogar con pesebres, comidas y regalos. Se nos haría     
difícil imaginar terminar el año sin la Navidad. Pero el 
calendario cristiano sólo la ha festejado algunos 1800 
años. Los primeros cristianos únicamente celebraban la 
Pascua de Resurrección, siguiendo lo que todos los    
evangelios nos relatan de los eventos de la Pasión,    
Muerte y Resurrección de Jesús. Sólo Mateo y Lucas 
mencionan su nacimiento. 
 Alrededor del año 200 d.C., los egipcios empezaron a 
conmemorar el nacimiento de Jesús el 20 de marzo que 
era el noveno mes de su calendario. Con el tiempo, la 
idea de festejar el nacimiento del Mesías se extendió a 
otras comunidades cristianas, pero con diversas fechas 
como el 19 de abril, el 6 de enero, el 28 de marzo y otras. 
Fue hasta el siglo cuarto que se fijó la fecha para el 25 de 
diciembre, gracias a Juan Crisóstomo y al Papa Julio I. 
Otras fuentes señalan que en el año 366 los cristianos 
comenzaron a celebrar el nacimiento de Cristo, sol de 

EMANUEL 
 Nombrar a alguien o algo supone que tenemos una 
relación con esa persona o cosa. Los nombres de familia 
toman arraigo y están a nuestro alrededor; los apodos 
connotan familiaridad y compañerismo. En el Antiguo 
Testamento, el significado de los nombres posee 
connotaciones profundas. El nombre servía para 
singularizar la misión y la identidad de la persona. 
 El maravilloso nombre, Emanuel, fue primeramente 
pronunciado por Isaías al describir, al asustado rey Ajaz, 
aquél que vendría a redimir a la humanidad. El nombre, 
Emanuel, no es uno de los filosóficos y atemorizantes 
como lo son Omnipotente, Omnisciente o Todopoderoso. 
El nombre no connota distancia o superioridad. No genera 
temor reverencial. El nombre, Emanuel, connota cercanía, 
intimidad y compasión. El nombre del que ha de venir es 
Emanuel, que significa "Dios está con nosotros". Dios es 
confiado a la custodia de una virgen, que parirá este niño. 
Sólo Dios es tan compasivo para acercarse tanto, ser tan 
asequible y vulnerable. Sólo Dios puede amar de este 
modo tan perfecto. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

        FLORES PARA EL ALTAR:  
Ud. puede contribuir con una 
donación para las flores de Navidad 
usando el sobre “Christmas Flower 

Memorial Envelope” Más sobres, 
están en las mesas de la iglesia. 

HORARIO DE LA NAVIDAD 
Tenga en cuenta que la    
Navidad es un domingo; 
Misas sigen el horario     
regular.  Como siempre, hay 
misa a la medianoche. 
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